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Issue If elected, will your 

government: 

Your position  

Net Neutrality 
Recently, there has been great public 
concern over Internet Service 
Providers (ISPs) “shaping,” or limiting 
their customers access to Internet 
content.  

Favour legislation to prevent 
(ISPs) from engaging in 
throttling and traffic shaping 
policies that limit Canadians’ 
open access to content on the 
internet? 

 

Cultural Funding 
Recent cuts to cultural funding have 
been a point of public concern.  

Reverse the recent cuts to arts 
programs?  

 

Canadian Ownership (Broadcasting)  
The CRTC’s decision to allow 
Canwest Global to partner with U.S. 
investment bank Goldman Sachs to 
purchase Alliance Atlantis has raised 
the issue of whether Canadian 
ownership regulations are being fully 
enforced in the broadcast system. 

Retain existing Canadian 
ownership regulations in 
broadcasting?   
 
 

 

Canadian Ownership 
(Telecommunications)  
There have been recommendations 
that ownership regulations governing 
telecommunication companies be 
relaxed in favour of a greater degree of 
foreign ownership.  

Retain existing Canadian 
ownership regulations in 
telecommunications?  
 

 

The CBC 
The CBC has not received a 
permanent increase in public funding 
since 1991. It relies more than ever on 
commercial revenue and is unable to 
increase service in under-served areas 
of the country where the population is 
growing. 

Make a permanent increase to 
CBC/Radio-Canada’s 
parliamentary allocation? 

 

Local News 
Corporate restructuring has seen the 
cancellation of local news in a number 
of markets, seriously threatening the 
diversity of local news markets. 

Change broadcast policy to 
ensure that all conventional TV 
and talk radio broadcasters 
maintain local newsgathering 
operations and provide local 
news programming? 

 

Employment Equity   
Studies continually illustrate that 
broadcaster’s employees are not 
representative of the Canadian 
workforce.  

Support measures to ensure that 
broadcasters’ employees are 
representative of the Canadian 
workforce, particularly in terms 
of Aboriginal people, people of 
colour and people with 
disabilities? 
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Concentration of ownership and media 
diversity  
While recent CRTC regulations are a 
positive step in addressing 
concentration of media ownership, 
they fall short of ensuring a diversity 
of voices in Canadian media markets.    

- Prohibit the common 
ownership of newspapers and 
television stations in the same 
market?  

- Cap local and regional 
television audience shares? 
Limiting repurposing of 
content across media 
platforms? 

- Create enforceable rules 
separating newsrooms within 
companies holding multiple 
media properties? 

 

Community media 
Studies illustrate that different modes 
of ownership and financing of media 
outlets yields greater diversity in media 
content. But while Section 3 of the 
Broadcasting Act specifies that a range 
of different forms of media be 
available to the Canadian public (e.g. 
community, aboriginal, alternative), 
they are not well supported in terms 
of resources for either production or 
distribution.  

- Create a production fund 
dedicated to community 
programming?   

- Support licensing independent 
community televisions 
stations? 

- Ensure a "must-carry" tier of 
not-for-profit public and 
community channels on the 
basic service offered by 
distribution companies? 

 

Appointments to federal boards and 
commissions 
There is public concern that federal 
appointments to bodies such as the 
CBC and CRTC are not always 
undertaken in a non-partisan manner.  

Adopt an approach to 
appointments that eliminates 
patronage, relying instead on 
evaluations of competence and 
all-party approval? 

 

Broadcast and Telecommunications 
Regulation 
The CRTC Chairman has recently 
indicated that merging the Broadcast 
and Telecommunications Acts should 
be considered.  

 
 

Include the cultural objectives of 
Broadcasting, laid out in Section 
3 of the Broadcasting Act, in a 
new Act?  

 

 


